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of  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
For  the  Year  Ended  51s*  December,  1971  • 


Council  Offices, 

PRUDHOE,  NE42  5NF, 
N  or  thumb er land . 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  annual  report  on  the  health 
of  the  district  for  1971 • 

The  Registrar  General's  mid-year  estimate  of  population  for 
1971  showed  an  apparent  fall.  This  was  because  the  figure  was  re¬ 
adjusted  in  the  light  of  the  preliminary  results  of  the  1971  census. 
The  figure  for  previous  years,  based  on  housing  density  at  the  last 
census,  had  been  too  high. 

During  1971  +  ne  new  paper  tissue  factory  of  Kimberly-Clark 
became  fully  operational  and  the  number  of  persons  employed  reached 
the  500  mark.  This  factory  will  have  a  large  and  beneficial 
economic  influence  on  the  district.  So  far  only  minor  health 
problems  have  arisen  in  connection  with  the  factory,  one  associated 
with  noise  at  night. 

1971  saw  the  retirement  of  Mr.  William  Tweddle  who  was  sole 
Public  Health  Inspector  for  the  district  for  26  years.  Mr. 

Tweddle  knew  the  district  and  all  its  problems  thoroughly  and  his 
wise  advice  will  be  greatly  missed.  Mr.  Oxley  was  appointed 
Public  Health  Inspector  in  October  and  took  up  his  appointment  in 
December.  He  arrived  at  a  time  when  the  work  with  improvement 
grants  was  rapidly  increasing  and  he  has  had  many  other  matters 
to  deal  with  all  of  which  he  has  accepted  cheerfully. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  Mr.  Tweddle,  Mr.  Oxley  and  Miss  Gray 
for  their  help,  to  the  other  Officers  of  the  Council  for  their 
advice  and  to  the  Members  of  the  Council  for  their  interest  in 
and  support  of  the  work  of  the  Department. 

Yours  faithfully, 

H.  C.  T.  Smith 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  of  the  District  in  acres 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

3,889 

Registrar  General's  Estimate 

of  Population 

11,040 

Inhabited  Houses  . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

3,472 

Rateable  Value  . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

£299,942 

Sum  represented  by  one  pence 

rate. . 

•  •  ♦ 

£  2 , 866 

Population  Trends 


Year  1951 

9,484 

1956 

9,950 

1961 

9,990 

1962 

10,180 

1963 

10,330 

1964 

10,490 

1965 

10,580 

1966 

10,660 

1967 

10,660 

1968 

10,730 

1969 

10 , 930 

1970 

11,060 

1971 

11,040 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


Male 

Numbers 

Female 

TOTAL 

RATES 

1971 

LIVE  BIRTHS  . 

62 

75 

137 

Live  birth  rate  per  1,000  population 

12.4 

Comparability  factor:  0.94 

Adjusted  birth  rate  per  1,000  population 

11.7 

ILLEGITIMATE  BIRTHS  . 

1 

4 

5 

Illegitimate  birth  rate  per  100  total 

live  births 

3.6 

STILLBIRTHS  ...  ...  ...  ... 

1 

- 

1 

Stillbirth  rate  per  1,000  live  and 

stillbirths 

7.2 

TOTAL  LIVE  AND  STILLBIRTHS 

63 

75 

138 

DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  1  YEAR. 

2 

1 

3 

Infant  mortality  rate  (Deaths  in 
the  first  year  of  life  per  1,000 
live  births) .  ... 

21.9 

Illegitimate  infant  deaths.  ... 

— 

- 

Nil 

DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  4  WEEKS 

1 

1 

2 

Neonatal  mortality  rate  (Deaths 
under  4  weeks  per  1,000  live  births) 

14.6 

Perinatal  mortality  rate  (Stillbirths 
+  deaths  in  the  first  week  per  1,000 
total  births)  . 

14.5 

DEATHS  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

74 

56 

130 

Death  rate  per  1,000  population.. 

Comparability  factor:  1.12 
Adjusted  death  rate  per  1,000  population 

There  have  been  no  maternal  deaths  in 
Prudhoe  since  1956. 
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13.2 
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with  Other  Areas  -  1971 


DEATHS 


Infant  Deaths 


One  male  infant  died  at  6  days  and  a  female  infant  at  7  days. 
Both  deaths  were  ascribed  to  prematurity.  A  male  infant  of  8  months 
died  from  acute  bronchiolitis. 


Stillbirths 


The  stillbirth  was  in  a  twin  pregnancy  and  ascribed  to  foetal 
anoxia  due  to  placental  insufficiency. 


Principal  Causes  of  Death 


There  were  28 
Monkton  Hospital, 
a  crude  death  rate 


deaths  in  permanent  residents  at  the  Prudhoe  and 
The  remainder  of  the  district  had  102  deaths  giving 
of  approximately  10.7* 


Total 

Hospital 

Home 

No 

% 

No 

% 

No 

% 

Cancer  •••  • •  •  •  •  • 

...  27 

(20.8) 

5 

(17.8) 

22 

(21.6) 

Ischaemic  heart  disease. 

23 

(17.7) 

- 

23 

(22.5) 

Cerebro- vascular  disease 

22 

(16.9) 

1 

(  3.6) 

21 

(20.6) 

Other  heart  &  circulatory 

diseaselO 

C  7.7) 

1 

(  3.6) 

9 

(  8.8) 

Respiratory  disease 

...  20 

(15.4) 

9 

(52.1) 

11 

(10.8) 

All  other  diseases 

...  26 

(20.0) 

11 

(39.3) 

15 

(14.7) 

Violence  •••  •••  •  •  • 

...  _ 2 

c  1.5) 

JL 

(  3.6) 

_ 1 

(  1.0) 

130 

28 

102 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH  AT  DIFFERENT  AGES  DURING  1971 
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Prudhoe  and  Monkton  Hospital  deaths 


TUBERCULOSIS 


One  new  case  of  Tuberculosis  was  notified  during  1971  • 


Tuberculosis  Registers 


January,  1971 . 

December,  1971 . 

Prudhoe  and  Monkton  Hospital 

January,  1971 . 

December,  1971 . 


Pulmonary  N  on-Pulmonary 

Male  Female  Male  Female 


8  4  3 

6  3  3 


10  9  11 

10  9  11 


Total 


15 

12 


21 

21 


Comparison  with  Previous  Years 

Year 

Average  1951/1955 . 

Average  1956/1960 . 

1961 . 

1962  . 

1963  . 

1964  . 

1965  . 

1966  . 

1967  . 

1968  . 

1969  . 

1970  . 

1971  . 


New  Cases  Notified 
Pulmonary  N  on-Pulmonary 

12  3 

7  1 

4 

1  2 

8 

5 
1 

6  1 

3  3 

1 


Deaths 

2 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Notifications  re c e i ve d 


Under 

1  year 

-4" 

1 

r—i 

1 

5-14 

15  -  44 

45  -  64 

65  + 

TOTAL 

Dysentery . 

- 

- 

1 

1 

— 

- 

2 

Measles . 

— 

1 

2 

- 

- 

- 

3 

Scarlet  Fever... 

- 

1 

8 

1 

- 

- 

10 

Whooping  Cough. . 

- 

- 

3 

3 

- 

- 

6 

Month  of  notification 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

May 

June 

July 

Aug 

Sept 

Octr 

Novr 

Deer 

Dysentery . 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Measles . 

- 

- 

2 

1 

Scarlet  Fever... 

1 

- 

1 

2 

4 

- 

— 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

Whooping  Cough. . 

6 

Cholera  in  Spain 

On  7th  September,  Spain  notified  the  World  Health  Organisation 
that  cases  of  cholera  had  occurred  in  Barcelona  and  Valencia  provinces. 
Cholera  is  one  of  the  diseases  covered  by  the  International  Health 
Regulations  and  all  persons  from  these  provinces  who  did  not  have  a 
valid  vaccination  certificate  against  cholera  were  put  on  surveillance 
for  five  days  by  the  Port  or  Airport  Health  authorities  when  they 
arrived  back  in  this  country.  Since  the  districts  affected  included 
parts  of  the  Costa  Brava  and  Costa  Blanca,  a  considerable  number  of 
people  were  involved. 

Four  persons  from  Prudhoe  were  put  on  surveillance.  They  were 
visited,  but  none  had  any  symptoms. 
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IMMUNISATION  AND  VACCINATION 


Immunisation  and  Vaccination  are  given  as  far  as  possible 
according  to  the  following  schedule. 


Vaccine 


1  4  months 

2  6  months 

3  12  months 

4  2nd  year 

5  4/5  years 

6  10/12  years 

7  12/l4  years 

8  On  leaving  school 


Triple  Antigen  and  Oral  Poliomyelitis. 
Triple  Antigen  and  Oral  Poliomyelitis. 
Triple  Antigen  and  Oral  Poliomyelitis. 
Measles. 

Diphtheria,  Tetanus  and  Oral  Poliomyelitis. 
B.C.G.,  (if  necessary  after  skin  test). 
Rubella  vaccination  (girls  only). 

Tetanus  and  Oral  Poliomyelitis 


Smallpox  Vaccination 

During  1971  a  letter  from  Sir  George  Godber,  Chief  Medical  Officer, 
Department  of  Health  and  Social  Security,  stated  that  the  Joint  Committee 
on  Vaccination  and  Immunisation  are  now  of  the  opinion  that  routine 
vaccination  against  smallpox  in  infancy  is  no  longer  necessary.  This 
conclusion  was  reached  after  weighing  the  chances  of  developing  smallpox 
against  the  risk  of  serious  complications  of  vaccination. 

In  recent  years  substantial  progress  has  been  made  by  the 
World  Health  Organisation  in  its  smallpox  eradication  programme.  The 
area  of  the  world  in  which  smallpox  now  exists  and  the  populations  in 
which  smallpox  is  still  occurring  have  been  greatly  reduced.  The 
chances  of  importation  of  the  disease  into  Britain  has  been  substantially 
lessened. 

All  travellers  to  and  from  parts  of  the  world  where  smallpox  still 
exists  will  still  require  to  be  vaccinated.  So  also  will  health  service 
staff  who  are  liable  to  come  in  contact  with  patients  with  the  disease* 
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Numbers  immunised  during  1971 


Year  of 

Birth 

■  j 

1971 

1970 

1969 

1 

1968 

1964-1 

67 

1955- 

63 

Total 

Primary  Triple . . 

. 

87 

21 

1 

. 

109 

Primary  Tetanus . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Reinforcing  Triple . 

- 

- 

1 

1 

4 

- 

6 

Reinforcing  Diphtheria/ 

Tetanus. . . . 

- 

1 

- 

— 

134 

- 

135 

Reinforcing  Tetanus. ..... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

3 

Primary  Poliomyelitis .... 

- 

92 

23 

1 

1 

1 

118 

Reinforcing  Poliomyelitis 

- 

1 

2 

1 

l4l 

101 

246 

Measles . . 

- 

57 

33 

23 

12 

125 

Rubella . . . 

64 

64 
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REPORT 


of  the 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 
For  the  Year  Ended  31st  December,  I97I» 


To:  Dr.  Smith, 

I  have  much  pleasure  in  presenting  my  first  annual  report 
since  being  appointed  as  Public  Health  Inspector  to  Prudhoe 
U.D.C.  As  I  commenced  work  on  6th  December,  1971  nearly  all 
the  work  was  carried  out  by  my  predecessor  Mr.  W.  G.  Tweddle 
who  retired  on  10th  December,  1971* 


INSPECTIONS  AND  VISITS 


•  •  • 


Water  Supply  . 

Drainage  . 

Stables  and  Piggeries... 

Hairdressers  and  Barbers 
Petrol  Installations  . . . 

Factories  . 

Bakehouses,  Bakers  and  Confectioners 
Public  Conveniences 

Places  of  Entertainment  and  Licensed  Premises 
Scrap  Metal  Dealers 
Refuse  Disposal. . . 

Pest  Control 
Clean  Air 
Schools  and  Shops. 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act 
Noise  Abatement. . . 

Public  Health  Acts 
Housing  Acts 

Inquiries  and  Disinfection  in  cases  of  Infectious  Disease 
Dairies  and  Milk  Distributors. 

Butchers,  Canteens,  Fishmongers,  Grocers  and  Food 

Preparing  Premises 

Ice  Cream  Retailers  and  Restaurants.  ... 

Street  Vendors  and  Hawkers'  Carts . 

Miscellaneous  Visits  (General  Sanitation). 

Miscellaneous  Food  Visits  . 


Number  of  Nuisances  Found  ...  .  80 

Number  of  Nuisances  Abated  .  80 

Number  of  Verbal  Notices  Served  ...  ...  64 

Number  of  Verbal  Notices  Complied  With  ...  64 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  Served...  ...  134 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  Complied  With..  134 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  Served . 


Number  of  Statutory  Notices  Complied  With 


21 

65 

7 
4 

37 

26 

20 

57 

11 

4 

86 

62 

27 

26 

71 

9 

231 

621 

13 

8 


89 

23 

14 

156 

22 

1,727 

sassssse 
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HOUSING 


There  were  no  council  houses  constructed  in  1971  but  steady 
development  in  the  private  sector  continued.  Development  of  Paddock 
Wood  carried  on  and  the  William  Leech  Estate  at  Castle  Hill  and  the 
Northumbria  Housing  Society  site  at  Castle  Close  quickly  progressed, 
some  89  houses  being  completed  during  the  year.  Three  other  private 
houses  were  also  completed  in  the  area. 

Work  commenced  at  The  Manors,  West  Wylam,  on  a  self-contained  block 
of  28  flats  for  the  elderly  together  with  kitchen,  laundry  and  leisure 
rooms. 

Improvement  work  on  pre-war  council  houses  continued  at  Edgewell 
and  Castle  Dene  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  42  houses  had  been  improved. 

With  the  increased  grant  of  75%  allowed  by  the  Housing  Act,  1971 1 
there  was  a  spurt  of  improvement  grant  applications  for  private  property. 
In  all  56  applications  were  received  during  the  year  and  46  grants  were 
paid. 


Improvement  work  continued  at  the  West  Mickley  General  Improvement 

Area. 


New  Houses  completed  during 

With  State 

Unaided 

Total 

the  year 

Assistance 

(a)  By  Local  Authority . . 

_ 

- 

- 

(b)  By  any  other  Housing  Authority 

- 

55 

55 

(c)  By  Private  Persons . 

- 

37 

! 

37 

■ 

Total  number  of  inhabited  houses  in  District...  3*472 
Total  number  of  houses  owned  by  Local  Authority  1,600 


ACTION  WITH  REGARD  TO  UNFIT  HOUSES 
CLOSING  AND  DEMOLITION 

(1)  Houses  demolished  in  Clearance  Areas  . .  — 

(2)  Houses  demolished  not  in  Clearance  Areas .  — 

(3)  Houses  Closed,  not  demolished  . 

(4)  Any  other  houses  permanently  discontinued  as 

dwellings  and  not  included  above  ...  — 

REPAIRS 

Houses  made  fit 

(5)  By  informal  action  .  45 

(6)  By  owners,  following  statutory  notice  . 

(7)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners . 

(8)  Demolition  Orders  revoked  after  reconstruction.. 
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SLUM  CLEARANCE  PROGRAMME 


Housing  Act,  1957 

Part  III  Houses  still  to  be  cleared  .  20 

Part  II  Houses  likely  to  be  subject  to 

demolition  or  closing  orders  ...  8 

Approximate  number  of  unfit  houses  likely  to 

remain  after  1973  .  20 

HOUSE  IMPROVEMENTS  -  HOUSING  ACTS,  1969-71 

A.  GENERAL  IMPROVEMENT  AREAS 

No.  of  No.  of 
Areas  Houses 

Areas  declared  during  year  ... 


B.  PRIVATELY-OWNED  HOUSE  IMPROVEMENT 
1.  DISCRETIONARY  GRANTS 


In  G.I.A.’s  Others 


(a)  Applications  submitted  during 

the  year  . 

(b)  Improvements  completed  by  end 

of  the  year . 

(c)  Approximate  average  grant  per 

house  of  (b) . 

(d)  Total  number  of  houses  improved 

with  grant  aid  since  19^+9 


56 

32 


£650 

236 


2. 


STANDARD  GRANTS 


During  the 

Total  to 

Year 

Date 

(a)  Number  of  separate  houses  for 

which  grants  have  been  made: 

14 

61 

(b)  Number  of  houses  so  provided  with 

(i)  Bath  or  shower  ... 

9 

51 

(ii)  Wash  hand  basin  ... 

10 

52 

(iii)  Hot  water  supply  ... 

10 

52 

(iv)  Water  Closet  ... 

14 

23 

C vO  Sink  •••  •••  ••• 

7 

9 

C.  COUNCIL  HOUSE  IMPROVEMENTS 


Number  of  council-owned  properties 

improved  with  exchequer  assistance  42 


64 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936 


There  were  two  privy  closets  in  use  at  the  end  of  the  year 
and  all  houses  had  a  piped  water  supply  from  the  mains  of  the 
Newcastle  and  Gateshead  Water  Company. 


Public  Conveniences. 

The  Conveniences  at  Branch  End,  Stocksfield  and  Road  Ends,  Prudhoe 
again  required  regular  inspection  and  constant  cleansing  and  repair  was 
necessary  to  keep  the  premises  in  a  reasonable  state. 

The  Conveniences  in  Prudhoe  were  particularly  vulnerable  to 
vandalism,  hardly  a  week  going  by  without  some  damage  being  done. 
Windows  and  piping  were  constantly  being  repaired. 


Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal  (House  and  Trade  Refuse). 

The  refuse  collection  staff  were  the  first  Council  employees  to 
come  under  the  incentive  bonus  scheme.  This  had  the  effect  of  reducing 
the  staff  by  four  men  and  carrying  out  the  same  work  with  seven  men  who 
consequently  increased  their  earnings.  A  considerable  saving  to  the 
Council  was  evident  without  any  loss  of  efficiency  although  the  volume 
of  refuse  was  still  increasing  due  to  a  slow  conversion  of  solid  fuel 
appliances  to  gas,  electricity  or  oil. 

A  pilot  paper  sack  collection  of  two  small  estates  at  Castle  Close, 
Prudhoe  and  Riding  Dene,  Mickley,  was  introduced  during  the  year. 

The  scheme  of  special  collections  of  unwanted  household  articles 
continued  and  increased.  Householders  had  merely  to  telephone  the 
Department  and  old  furniture,  refrigerators,  washers  and  various  other 
types  of  rubbish  would  be  collected  thus  deterring  them  from  taking  it 
into  the  countryside  and  dumping  it.  Unfortunately  this  indiscriminate 
dumping  of  rubbish  still  continued  but  as  the  scheme  of  collection  becomes 
more  popular  so  will  the  dumping  decrease. 

A  new  Shelvoke  and  Drewry  Pakamatic  20  cubic  yard  refuse 
collection  vehicle  was  purchased  during  the  year  and  a  l4-year  old 
Shelvoke  and  Drewry  vehicle  was  disposed  of  having  given  very  good 
service. 

The  Council’s  only  Tip  at  West  Wylam  continued  to  be  used  but 
special  attention  was  necessary  to  prevent  severe  nuisance  from  burning 
refuse.  The  type  of  rubbish  now  being  disposed  of  is  nearly  all 
inflammable . 
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FACTORIES  ACT ,  1961 


The  register  at  the  end  of  1971  was  as  follows :- 


Garages  •••  . . .  « • «  . « •  •  •  •  10 

Joiners'  and  Builders'  Premises  ...  7 

Boot  and  Shoe  Repairers .  1 

Brickworks .  1 

Blacksmiths  and  Light  Engineering  ...  4 

Electrical .  3 

Chemical  Works  .  1 


Miscellaneous  (Building  operations,  etc.)  10 

37 


Inspections  for  Purposes  of  Provisions  as  to  Health 


; 

i 

i 

!.  .  .. 

Number 

on 

Register 

Inspec¬ 

tions 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prose¬ 

cuted 

!  (l)  Factories  in  which  Sections 

1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be 
{  enforced  by  local  authorities 

17 

17 

- 

1 

(2)  Factories  not  included  in 
(l)  in  which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  local 
authority  . 

17 

9 

'■  (3)  Other  premises  in  which 

Section  7  is  enforced  by  the 
local  authority  (excluding 
Outworkers'  Premises)  ... 

3 

r.i:':;: 

■ 

-- 

Total  . 

j 

37 

! 

1 

26 

1 
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Number  of  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  Found 


Particulars 


\-4 


Referred 


Found  i  Remedied 


To 

H.M.I. 


By 

H.M.I. 


Prose¬ 

cutions 

instituted 


Want  of  Cleanliness  . 

Overcrowding  . 

Unreasonable  Temperature.  ... 

Inadequate  Ventilation . 

Ineffective  Drainage  of  Floors 
Sanitary  Conveniences: 

(a)  Insufficient  . . 


(b)  Unsuitable  or  Defective*!  ^ 

/  \  ‘ 

\c)  Not  Separate  for  Sexes..'  — 


Total 


3 


Part  Vlll  of  the  Act  -  Outwork 


j 

Section  133 

No.  of 
Out-workers 
in  August  list 
required  by 
Sectionl33(l)(c) 

No.  of 

cases  of  default 
in  sending  lists 
to  the  Council 

No.  of 
Prosecutions 
for  failure 
to  supply 
lists 

The  making  of  boxes 
or  other  receptacles 
or  parts  thereof 
made  wholly  or 
partially  of  paper... 

Total  ...  ... 

1 

3 

3 

i 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955 


Section  13  -  Inspections  made  of  Various  Food  Premises 


•  •  ♦ 

•  •  • 


•  • 

•  • 


Bakehouses  .  . . 

Butchers  . . . 

Canteens,  Restaurants  &  Snack  Bars 

Fried  Fish  Shops  . 

General  Dealers  &  Confectioners... 

Hospital  Kitchens  .  . . . 

Public  Houses 
School  Kitchens 


•  •  • 

•  •  • 


3 

7 

10 

8 

60 

5 

12 

11 


Disposal  of  Unsound  Food 

The  following  foods,  surrendered  as  being  unfit  for  human 
consumption,  were  disposed  of  at  West  Wylam  refuse  tip. 


UNSOUND  FOOD  SURRENDERED 


Canned  meats 

•••  •  •  • 

25 

lbs. 

(  28  tins) 

Other  Canned 

or  Prepacked  Foods 

246 

lbs. 

(330  containers) 

Frozen  Foods 

•  •  •  •  •  •  ••• 

320 

lbs. 

(638  packets) 

Food  Complaints 

Food  complaints  received  from  the  general  public  during  the 
year  included  a  piece  of  metal  in  a  tip  of  Chopped  Ham,  mouldy 
meat  pie,  tea  from  tea  bags  having  a  peculiar  taste  and  insect 
eggs  in  an  ice-cream  cone. 

All  were  dealt  with  informally. 


Section  l6  -  Ice  Cream  Premises 


Five  samples  of  ice-cream  were  taken  during  the  year  and  all 
were  placed  in  Grade  I  or  II  thus  denoting  that  they  were  all 
satisfactory  bacteriologically . 


Section  6j>  -  Slaughter  Houses 

All  meat  to  butchers  shops  is  supplied  from  wholesalers  in 
Newcastle  or  Hexham.  No  slaughtering  is  carried  out  in  the 
district . 
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Control  and  Supervision  of  Milk  Supplies. 


11  samples  of  milk  were  taken  by  the  Northumberland  County 
Health  Inspector.  These  were  obtained  from  retailers  in  the  district, 
some  being  collected  from  schools,  and  all  proved  to  be  satisfactory. 

Water  Supply. 

All  houses  in  the  Prudhoe  Urban  District  are  supplied  from  the 
mains  of  the  Newcastle  and  Gateshead  Water  Company,  and  there  are  no 
outside  standpipes. 

Six  samples  of  water  from  domestic  taps  were  collected  and 
examined  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  all  the  results  being 
satisfactory. 

Swimming  Pool. 

Inspections  of  the  pool,  etc.,  were  carried  out  and  six  samples 
of  water  taken  from  the  pool  for  bacteriological  examination  all  proved 
to  be  satisfactory.  Testing  of  the  water  is  also  carried  out  by  the 
staff  as  a  routine. 

Disinfection  and  Disinfestation  of  Premises. 

Disinfection  was  carried  out  in  a  number  of  houses  on  change  of 
occupation  and  disinfestation  of  some  premises  infested  by  cockroaches 
or  flies  also  received  attention.  In  the  months  of  June  and  July 
the  annual  trouble  with  clover  mites  occurred  and  suitable  treatment 
was  carried  out.  Several  wasps  nests  were  destroyed. 

Offensive  Trades.  Public  Health  Act,  1936  -  Section  107. 

There  are  no  offensive  trades  in  the  urban  district. 

Noise  Abatement  Act,  i960. 

Complaints  of  noise  from  the  new  factory  of  Kimberly-Clark  Limited 
at  Low  Prudhoe  were  received. 

After  discussions  etc.,  alterations  to  the  exhaust  silencers  were 
done  with  a  resultant  reduction  in  noise  nuisance. 


-21- 


CLEAN  AIR  ACT,  1956. 


Although  there  are  no  operative  Smoke  Control  Orders  in  the 
district,  smoke  from  solid  fuel  steadily  decreased  by  conversion 
of  coal-burning  appliances  to  either  gas,  oil  or  electricity. 
Pre-war  council  houses  were  converted  to  gas  and  many  private 
householders  carried  out  similar  conversions  with  or  without  the 
aid  of  improvement  grant. 

The  only  smoke  from  the  industrial  establishments  emanates 
from  the  National  Coal  Board's  Brickworks  on  occasions  but  does 
not  cause  nuisance. 

There  were  no  complaints  of  smoke  nuisance  received  during 
the  year. 


OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963. 

Inspections  of  offices  and  shops  continued  and  contraventions 
found  were  few,  usually  lack  of  first  aid  equipment,  Abstracts  or 
general  cleanliness.  These  were  rectified  on  request. 

There  were  no  accidents  reported  during  the  year. 

Offices  and  shops  are  on  the  whole  being  improved  or 
modernised  by  the  occupiers  which  is  beneficial  to  themselves  and 
also  improves  working  conditions  and  compliance  with  the  Act. 


No.  of  Premises 

\  No.  of  registered 
Total  No. of  ,  premises  receiving 

Class  of  Premises 

newly  registered 

registered 

one  or  more 

during  the 

premises  at 

general  inspection 

year 

end  of  year 

during  the  year 

Offices  . 

18 

8 

Retail  shops.  ... 

- 

46 

24 

Wholesale  shops, 

warehouses 

— 

1 

- 

Catering  establishments 

open  to  the  public, 

canteens  . . . 

— 

9 

10 

Fuel  storage  depots 

. 

5 

— 

Totals 

- 

77 

42 

j 

[ 

- 1 - ; - 

Number  of  Visits  of  all  kinds  to  Registered  Premises:  71 
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Analysis  by  Workplace  of  Persons  employed  in  Registered  Premises: 


Number  of 

Class  of  Workplace 

Persons  employed 

Of fices  *  •  •  •  •  •  •••  •  •  • 

50 

Retail  shops . 

231 

Wholesale  departments,  warehouses 

2 

Catering  establishments  open  to 

the  public  . 

55 

0  3.n  teens  •••  •  •  •  •••  •  •  • 

5 

Fuel  storage  depots  . 

__3 

Total 

346 

Total  Males 

160 

Total  Females 

186 
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PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949. 


The  nuisance  from  rats  and  mice  in  Prudhoe  is  not  great ,  but 
those  complaints  received  were  given  prompt  and  efficient  attention 
by  the  Rodent  Operator  who  also  carries  out  other  necessary  work  for 
the  Department.  The  details  are  given  in  the  table  but  it  cannot 
be  said  that  there  are  any  large  infestations.  The  Council’s  Refuse 
Tip  at  West  Wylam  requires  routine  treatment  for  rats  but  the  numbers 
of  rats  eradicated  are  small. 


i 

i 

i 


'j 


Type  of  Property  j 

Non- Agricultural 

Agricultural 

Properties  other  than  sewers 

1 

1.  Number  of  properties  in  district. 

3,972 

27 

2.  (a)  Total  number  of  properties 

(including  nearby  premises) 

i 

inspected  following 

notification . 

62 

— 

(b)  Number  infested  by  (l)  Rats. . 

j  25 

— 

(2)  Mice.. 

15 

— 

3.  (a)  Total  number  of  properties 
inspected  for  rats  and/or 
mice  for  reasons  other  than  j 
notification . 

(b)  Number  infested  by  (l)  Rats..j 

(2)  Mice. . ! 

i 


Sewers 


i 

I 


39 

4 

3 


i 

i 


I 


i 


!  4.  Were  any  sewers  infested  by  rats  during  the  year? 


6 


No 
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Conclusion 


This  Report  for  1971  follows  the  usual  pattern  regarding 
the  work  of  the  Public  Health  Department  but  the  year  brought 
several  important  changes  in  the  area  not  least  being  the 
improvement  of  private  and  council  houses  in  increasing  numbers, 
due  mainly  to  the  increased  financial  aid.  The  large  factory 
built  by  Messrs.  Kimberly-Clark  Limited  was  opened  by  Princess 
Anne  and  this  factory  now  gives  much  needed  employment  to  about 
500  local  people. 

I  wish  to  express  my  best  wishes  to  my  predecessor 
Mr.  W.  G.  Tweddle  who  retired  during  the  year  after  26  years 
service.  Since  his  retirement  he  has  given  me  the  benefit  of 
his  local  knowledge  most  willingly. 

My  thanks  are  also  extended  to  Dr.  H.C.T.  Smith,  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  Mr.  A.G.A.  Groome,  Clerk  of  the  Council  and 
to  Miss  J.  Gray,  who  have  all  helped  me  since  my  appointment  in 
the  last  few  weeks  in  1971. 


Yours  faithfully, 

G.  G.  Oxley 

Public  Health  Inspector 
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